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The Ethnography of the Prisoner’s Transitions (EPTrans)

O

» The ethnography of the p r | s otmaneitroris aims at developing an advanced
understanding of the reentry process from the subjective perspective of prisoners
themselves. The processes, interactions, meanings and conflicts involved in re-
entry will be examined from Roma and non-Romap r 1 s @aineof views;

e The research is conducted in two places simultaneously: Romania and Norway.
University of Bucharest will be responsible for the Romanian side and University
of Oslo will cover the Norwegian side;

» Target: 50 subjects in Romania (25 Romanian + 25 Roma) and 25 in Norway (15
Romanian + 10 Roma); around 60 in present

e Data collection:
1 Observation:;

+ In-depth semi-structured interviews (once the conditional release or the full release was approved in
the prison, after one week from release, after one month from release, after three months, after one
year - For each interview conducted outside the prison, the participants will receive 50 lei or 10 E);

1 Tests (hope, agency and the level of problems);
1 Pictures (Photo-voice).




Former inmates’ emigration goals and
achievements before and after liberation

O

» Extract methodology:

1 22 participants that stated they have the goal to emigrate temporary
or for a long time or that already went to other countries in the first 3
months after their release — Roma and Romanians - recruited from
Bucharest-Jilava Penitentiary;

1 Interviews made before release, after 1 week, 1 month and 3 months
after the liberation;

1 QObservation;
1 Confidentiality, anonymity, data protection, ethics.




Expectation before release

O

» Tofind a work place,to mind my ownmisery,wherel live with my mother
and my sisters,if Godwantshewill give mea babywith my concubinejf
not, | will wait. [é ] To stay home1l-2 weeksto recover,to seefreedom
with my own eyes,to stay on my pillow, thento find a job, to earn my
breadwithoutstealing(VVB, 34, before release)

e Thefirst questionthatcomedo your mindwhenyougetcloseto freedom
+  Whatl m goingto do?
1 Thisis thefirst: Whatwill | do, howto survive?
+  Aml goingbackto prison?
I'm thinking about this thing for one year but | still haven tfound an
answer [é] I'm good at commerceand | will re-engagein a

commercialactivity, businesgo business, brokerage(ZM, 41, before
release)




Expectation before release

O

» Tolive mylife quietly I'm old, whathopesshouldl have?l m retired, | carry
my dayson one by another,what could I hope?Until 40 therestill are plans
butthenyoustartto giveup (OG, 67, before release)

» [...] After one,two weeksjf not| would go abroad,at my girlfriend to find a
work placeevenif | d o mé@veto muchschool,at least,you know,underthe
counter,to makemoneyf e ] If youstruggle,it is possible | wantto gethired, |
want to havea normal life, to get married, to havea child, to mind my own
businessto be pleasedwvith whatl have(SG, 29, before release)

* Normally | shouldbe herefor 9 years,| did 4 monthspostponemenand 1
month and 1 weekuntil coure | was lucky to have 1 monthand 1 week,
otherstakelongere | m sickof thesesystemsT h awh@lswvantto go outside
(the country). Thereif you commitsucha crime theyd o nagdst you Here
theytook 12 yearsof mylife (Ul, 37, 2 hours before release)




Expectation before release

O

» Main goals:
1 Survive (economic activities)
+ Family reunification and to improve the relations with it's members
1 Starting a family / have children (for those that d o rhava)

1+ Recovery after prison experience (family ceremonies, entertainment, sleep,
fishing, enjoying freedom etc.)

1 Continue former projects or activities (before going to prison)
1 Regaining professional and economic status
1 Social retreat (in the first period after release)

+ Avoid former entourage, staying out of trouble, d o niavolve in illicit
activities (for most of the participant)

+  Emigrate or be economically active in another country for short or long
periods (1 of 3 participants)




Rebirth




Rebirth




First week after release

e | stayedonly at my homewith my
parents,| d i d godanywhere,we
enjoyedeachother, we havea lot to
do togetherl got out only oncefrom
the housein 3-4 daysbeforeand |
slept at somefriends of mine that |
wenttoseel d i dwardto go out, |
d i dwardtto goto a bar to getinto
trouble once again (SG, 29, first
week)

 Family the most, family yes I'm
enjoying their warmth, their
attention, 'm a small and spoiled
child. [...] | havealmost36 but| feel
just like beinga kid (Al: IN, 35, first
2 weeks)

O

Family bound
Relaxing

For the most social isolation while a
part of them enjoy a high mobility

Interacting with the
others (concubine, mother,
brother or close friend)

significant
father,

First steps for reentry (the real
situation and not the story they had
In prison or the story they imagined
regarding their proximity)




First week after release

» Wellwhatshouldl tell you I tried to
be with themhere(his family) all the
timeé evenif it was hard for mee
andnow| wakethesame& at5 and
a half, at 6 | amalreadyawake This
is it how the man is habituated
(EP: RB, 38, 1 week)

e [...] | occupiedmytimeonly onwith
the tablet, ' m playing, my smaller
son laughs and teachesme [...] |
thank God that | d o nniids food,
cigaretteg asl told you beforethat
the mostthat recidivate say that we
d o nkinow how it is outside& and
thisis true, there(in prison) yousstill
find a coffee a cigarette, you get
around the sectlons(ID BS, 34, 2
weeks)

O

Prison marks (wake up calls, rules,
people and situations)

Small adjustments to the society
(technology, places — what's new,
what's changed)

The family is very active and care
giving regarding their reentry
process for a part of the participants

While for others, if the family exists,
the relations seems less intense




First month transition

e [..]

| tried to work as | told you at
Dragon (commercial place) to make
menus,catering And it d | d wookt
There many others started to sell. |
d o nhaue papers,| needfirm acts,
healtre the bodyguards started to
chaseme | have receivedhelp from
some friends on which | lived until
now From my parent® and I'm
searchingfor another job now (BA,
45, 1 month)

[regarding what happened in his first
month of freedom] Nothing,as | told
last time, | didn't get in touch with
friends or acquaintances| am not
interested | didn't needany help from
their side,l don twantanything Only
the kids, mother and brother And
that sit (ZM, 41, 1 month)

O

Honey moon (all it was good or a
period better perceived in comparison
with the penitentiary moment of their
life for most of the participants)

First steps to be economically active

First difficulties (papers, persons, the
environment has changed)

Still affected by the time in prison

Optimistic regarding their future life




First month transition

 Well, after | was releasedl| stayed

with my family almost2 weeksafter
| wentabroadin Spainto work with
the help of an acquaintancea friend
of mine | askedhim, he wasan old
acquaintancel askechimwhatheis
doing, that he worksasdriver [é ] |
work as a delivery driver (AR, 30,
almost 2 months)

[last period] crowdedwith a lot of
running Work, relatives Almostall
the time | was out of home [...]
Yesterday finishedan apartment,it
took me 10-12 daysto makeit (ID:
PG, 33, 1 month)

O

Family centrality

Activation of social capital (an old
friend, a neighbor, a distant or close
relative)

Higher mobility as in first days after
their liberation

Still adapting to their state of
freedom (information, persons,
news, housing)




3 months

e And from there (U.K.) | wentto Holland. @ .

From Holland | wentin Germanyand from
Germanydirectly to GreeceEP: | see, in
Holland, do you have acquaintances,
friends, somebody? Or you went just like
that into the unknown? No, | havefriends |
havethemin mostof Europe,theyall are
gone,theyare spreadeverywherdEP: AC,
27, 3 months)

The needinesss pushingyou, no breadin
the house no cigarette,noé do youthink
go out (to lift) and with the moneywhat |
did? | d o ndank, | d o ntake drugs, |
d o ndarik. | paid my debtsthat | had,
electricity, cable,| hadfor 2 monthscable,
700 thousandseglectricity 700 thousands|

haveboughtmyselffood Nextdayl d i d n

go out to stealagain, whenl remainedout
of moneyl wentagain Whydo youthink |
go out (to lift)? | d o nddnk, | d o nake
drugs(Al: ZD, 60, 3 months)

Extended mobility for most of the
respondents in comparison with their first
weeks

Most of the participants develop
economical activities (with legal forms or
not)

From family to others (old, new friends or
acquaintances)

The reentry or a greater awareness of daily
life difficulties (family relations, needs and
context)




3 months

| found an occupationand that's about
it. DJ, what | alwayswanted]...] How
did I makeit? | perseveredin Holland. |

was also at Mamaia (seasideRomania)
but very short, a week,then | went to

Holland (Amsterdam)by the help of a
friend that deals with these kind of
things, he had knowledgen the field, he
helpedme(SR, 25, almost 4 months)

Plans | have,after | finish this housel
will geta car, if notnow,in 2-3 monthsl

will goabroad(thecountry) Hereld o n G t

havewhat to do. Shouldl be struggling
for 200-300 (euro)?1 prefer to have my
own car thanto dependon someonelse
(Ul, 37, 3 months)

After 3 months their plans seems to crystallize
and some of them are reacting according to it

While others don't seems to have a specific
plan to cope with their problems or situations
(Gonewith thewind)

In relation to their emigration goals there
seems to be two social platforms: one formed
by relatives and other represented by new or
former acquaintances

For most of the participants going abroad
means going to work (unskilled labors, or jobs
that d o nréquire higher qualification) or be
economically active in a legitimate way or
taking a vacation

For few of them going abroad is represented
by considering doing illegal activities




Exporting crime?

e Rather not

1 The social structures that compose the illicit activities abroad existed
before the participants were thinking about involving in it

1 Their possible roles seems to be marginal or play an intermediary
level and not managerial

e Exporting profiles exposed to or vulnerable to commit
crime?
1 Perhaps yes




O

e This material represents an extract from the study The
Ethnography of the Pr | s o Tramsitiors (EPTrang
supported by EEA / Norway grants.

» \WWebsite: www.reentry.eu
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Questions
and answers
Thank you!
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